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Deer Hill School News 

June 26, 2018 

 

Important Dates: 
         5/14 Fifth Grade Parent Night, 6:30 pm, CMHS Learning Commons 
6/28 Last day of school, 5th grade 

Promotion Ceremony (9:00 – 

10:30) , Report Cards Issued 
 

 
 

 

 

Deer Hill School Wraps Up 

Its Final Days for 2017-2018 
 

Classroom Placement Process for 

2018-2019 

All faculty members have been working 

on class configurations for next year.  

They have been working toward creating 

classrooms that are heterogeneously 

grouped (mixed ability), that have 

certain support services clustered in 

small groups to facilitate inclusive 

service delivery, and to create a 

configuration of students who are most 

likely to work well together.  Parent 

questionnaires that have been returned 

have been carefully considered (and will 

continue to be) considered as these 

groups are configured.  Dr. deChiara and 

Mrs. Sullivan (Deer Hill’s new Principal 

as of July 1st) will work on teacher 

placement for recommended groups after 

the school year is over.   

Next year, the third grade will continue 

in its current model, where the 

classrooms are primarily self-contained 

for subject areas with some switching for 

content areas of Science and Social 

Studies.   

 

EMC’s Children’s Theater presentation:  

“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” 

 

Students loved the Children’s Theater Play 

As of this date, our third grade team 

consists of Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Massari, 

Ms. Frasier, Mrs. Holland, and Mrs. 

Clark remains intact. 

Our fourth grade will continue in its 

current model of team teaching, where 

teachers have a partner, and each teaches 

two subjects to their classroom, and two 

subjects to their partner’s classroom.  At 

this time our 4th grade teams remain the 

same:  Mrs. Moser and Ms. Carolan, Ms. 

O’Hara and Mrs. Parrell, Mrs. Corkhum 

and Ms. Mosher.   

Next year, our fifth grade team will 

continue in their team teaching.  At this 

time, our teams are Mrs. Johnston and 
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Ms. Jordan (moving up from 3rd grade), 

Ms. Henry and Mrs. Chapman, Mrs. 

Kelliher and Ms. Allen.  Our fifth grade 

teachers are looking forward to 

welcoming Ms. Jordan back to the team 

after a few years teaching with the third 

grade team, who will sorely miss her! 

Teacher placement decisions are very 

thoughtfully made and Dr. deChiara and 

Mrs. Sullivan will carefully consider 

each parent’s responses to the placement 

questionnaire, to ensure consistency with 

the group recommendation by the 

teachers and support staff.   

It’s very important to note that, although 

there can be no requests for students to 

have specific teachers, parents are 

welcomed to share their concerns with 

about next year before the lists are sent 

home in August.  After that, placements 

cannot be changed.  So, please make 

your thoughts and concerns known to 

Dr. deChiara (prior to July 1st) or Mrs. 

Sullivan (after July 1st) via 

questionnaire, email, telephone call, etc. 

 

From the Computer Lab… 

Great News!   Our licenses for 

Keyboarding Without Tears Run through 

the end of August. 

 

Access the Keyboarding without 

Tears Program by going to  

 

https://program.kwtears.com  

  

Students will then use the Code 

AE4119 and log into their classroom. 

They then use the same Secret Code/ 

Password from computer class. 

See Miss Coletta's website Keyboarding 

Page for a Fingering Guide PDF. 

https://www.cohassetk12.org/site/default

.aspx?DomainID=495 
 

From Mrs. Costa… 
 

In the fourth and final installment from 

the Special Education Department 

regarding the book Unselfie, Why 

Empathetic Kids Succeed in Our All-

About-Me World written by Michele 

Borba, Ed.D we are focusing on helping 

kids find their inner hero.  It is important 

as parents that we offer ways in which 

we can expand the moral courage of 

children. Here are five examples of ways 

to help children stretch this skill. 

 

1. Expand social responsibility: 
Kids are more likely to care 

when the expectation from 

adults, parents and friends is that 

they support those in need.  This 

might be as simple as “while I 

am gone I expect you to watch 

after your brother or sister” or 

“when you go to your 

grandmother’s house your job is 

to take out the trash and make 

sure the cat has food.”   

 

2. Set an example: As parents we 

need our children to see us taking 

risks, doing something that 

scares us, standing up for what 

we believe in.  Children who see 

adults doing something hard for 

them will make them more apt to 

do the same. 

 

 

3. Offer heros: Children need 

heroes.  Find heroes, people who 

inspire them.  This could be their 

favorite sports player (but focus 
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on more than just WINNING), 

someone involved in politics, 

characters in a book that you 

have read together, a neighbor or 

the nice kid next door! 

 

4. Stop rescuing: Moral courage is 

only possible when a child 

believes that they are capable 

AND have the opportunity to 

prove it to themselves.  Instead 

of over-helping, build your 

child’s confidence by putting him 

or her in the driver’s seat. When 

they can’t make the next practice, 

have them tell the coach.  When 

they have gotten into a 

disagreement with a friend, help 

them process it but have them 

apologize rather than doing it for 

them.  

 

 

5. Try small-scale courage: No 

matter what the size, facing a 

fear takes courage.  Encouraging 

your child, even for small efforts, 

boosts courage which will allow 

them to flex their courage muscle 

when something really tough 

comes along.  So, celebrate the 

small victories like taking that 

first pass on the bike without 

training wheels (or with training 

wheels for that matter!) 

 

 

Robyn Costa 

School Adjustment Counselor 

Deer Hill School 

208 Sohier Street 

Cohasset, MA 02025 

781.383.6115 

 

From Sharon Moody … 

The state-wide summer reading program 

Libraries Rock! Is underway at the Paul 

Pratt Library. 

Transitions… 

Mrs. Jane Gregory, Cohasset Elementary 

Health Teacher for 18 years, is retiring.  

As the K – 5 Health Teacher, Mrs. 

Gregory has taught every aspect of 

health and well-being to pretty much 

every child and adolescent in Cohasset!   

Ms. Carol Coletta, Technology 

Integration Instructor, will be leaving us 

to pursue a new opportunity.  Ms. 

Coletta took us from Powerpoints to 

Coding and 3D Printing, and we are very 

grateful! 

We wish these teachers all the best in 

their new pursuits. 

From Dr. deChiara … 

 

Hard to believe this is my last 

newsletter! 

 

My eleven years as Principal of the Deer 

Hill School will remain among the most 

gratifying, exciting, rewarding and FUN 

years of my 34 year career.  I wish to 

thank the Deer Hill School families, 

students, and staff, the CEF and the 

PSO, for creating the kind of school 

community that makes a school principal 

really want to stick around long enough 

to see things through.  Cohasset is an 

amazing community and I have been 

blessed by the career gods for giving me 

this opportunity.  Thank you for 

everything you have done for our school 

and for me.  I will miss you! 
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